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MISCELLANEA. 
Excommunicated Persons.—Dumont, in his Voyage to the Levant 
(translated 1696), mentions two superstitions concerning excommuni­
cated persons. In L 10, pp. 116-7, he describes a fearful storm he 
encountered in a passage from Leghorn to Malta. The ship was 
struck by lightning, and her motion was so violent that " one of the 
Ship-Boys who lay sculking in the Fore-Castle, was thrown upon the 
Hatches in the other end of the Ship, and so bruis'd, and black with 
Contusions . . . that we have still reason to doubt of his recovery. 
The Mariners concluded that the Devil was the Author of all these 
Disorders, and that there was some Person in the Company under a 
Sentence of Excommunication? Again, in let. 22, p. 295 : " You have 
doubtless observe that the Rotnanists have an extreme Veneration 
for those Persons whose Bodies remain free from Putrefaction after 
their death . . . whereas the Greeks pretend that 'tis only an Effect of 
Excommunication; and when they find a Body in that Condition, they 
never leave Praying for the soul of the dead Person, till his Body be 
putrefy'd and corrupted." 
Turkish Superstition.—" I shall in the next place proceed to give 
you a brief account of the Turks that live in Egypt, before I finish 
my Letter. They are so extreamly Superstitious, that when they go 
abroad in the morning, if the first Person they meet be a Christian, 
they return immediately, and having wash'd themselves, stay at home 
all the rest of the day; for they believe that some great Misfortune 
wou'd certainly befall 'em, if they shou'd venture to go abroad 
again." (Ibid., let. 16, p. 109.) GERALDINE GOSSELIN. 
Post-Mortem Marriage.—A writer in the North China Daily News 
records a case of something like a post-mortem marriage, in which a 
Chinese girl, recently deceased, was married to a dead boy in another 
village. " It not unfrequently happens", he explains, " that the son in 
the family dies before he is married, and that it is desirable to adopt 
a grandson. The family cast about for some young girl who has also 
died recently, and a proposition is made for the union of the two 
corpses in the bonds of matrimony. If it is accepted there is a com­
bination of a wedding and a funeral, in the process of which the 
deceased bride is taken by a large number of bearers to the cemetery 
of the other family and laid beside her husband." (PallMall Gazette, 
5 Nov. 1890.) 
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248 Miscellanea. 
Beavers.—The following quotation from " An Account of the Mic-
makes and Maricheets, dependent on the Government of Cape 
Breton" (1758), pp. 37-38, mentions the superstitious use made by 
native jugglers of river-water in which beavers built their huts. " The 
great secret of these jugglers consists in having a great oorakin 
[bowl] full of water, from any river in which it was known there were 
beaver huts. Then he takes a certain number of circular turns round 
this oorakin, as it stands on the ground, pronouncing all the time with 
a low voice a kind of gibberish of broken words. After this he draws 
near to the bowl, and bending very low, or rather lying over it, looks 
at himself in it as in a glass. If he see the water in the least muddy 
or unsettled, he recovers his erect posture and begins his rounds 
again, till he finds the water as clear as he could wish it for his 
purpose, and then he pronounces over it his magic words. If, after 
having repeated them twice or thrice, he does not find the question 
proposed to him resolved by this inspection of the water, nor the 
wonders he wants operated by it, he says with a loud voice and a 
grave tone, that the Manitoo . . . would not declare himself till every 
one of the assistants should have told him (the juggler) in the ear 
what were his actual thoughts or greatest secret." 
Witches in Cornwall.—Belief in witches and ill-wishing still 
lingers in Cornwall. Within two miles of Penzance live two families 
on adjacent farms. For twelve months the whole of the Jilbart 
household have believed that Mrs. Clarke, their neighbour, who is 
seventy-one years of age, was a witch, and had ill-wished their 
horses, so that they suddenly refused to pull, and started kicking. 
On Tuesday evening two young men of the Jilbart family went to 
Mrs. Clarke's farm, and threatened to murder Mrs. Clarke, who com­
plained to the police, and warrants were issued. At the Penzance 
Police-court yesterday the elder brother swore that he believed Mrs. 
Clarke ill-wished their horses, causing them to kick and jib. Both 
young men were bound in /20 each, with a surety of ,£20, to keep 
the peace for six months. (Standard, March 7, 1890.) 
Hungarian Custom.—" SHAMOKIN (Penn). Fifty Hungarian women 
were thrown into the river by a gang of miners, and kept in the water 
until almost drowned. The women provoked the miners by following 
a custom alleged to be in vogue among the Hungarian peasants in 
Europe. The men are supposed to bathe at Eastertide, and, by way 
of a hint, the women threw water over all the men they met for the 
first day or two after Easter Sunday. This was the miners' way of 
retaliating." (Echo, April 10th, 1890, p. 3.) 
GERALDINE GOSSELIN. 
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